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EnSIGN

General Meeting

- Seminar Room 2.02, Med Building (Upstairs) - 
Monday, 3rd March, 2008
MINUTES
Open: 4.05pm.

Close: 4.30pm

1.  INTRODUCTION to EnSIGN
a. What is it all about?

Shruti Jayachandra and Amie Rieseberg welcomed attendees, and gave an introduction to Ensign, explaining that it had been started in 2007 as a group for medical students to engage at the local, national and international levels.

b. Projects to sign up to

Attendees were advised that they could add their names to lists of people interested in any (one or more) of the various Ensign projects.

c. Other ways to contribute to EnSIGN

It was also explained that, for interested people unable to join a project group, it would still be possible to contribute to EnSIGN by assisting with the website or writing articles - and as in 2007, it is expected that this year an article for EnSIGN, delaing with any aspect of Inidgenous or Population Health, will be accepted as fulfilling the PAL writing requirement.
2.  1st year Rep and Project Leaders

A  request was made for the 1st year students to nominate a representative, who could:

· Post notices of meetings and minutes on the 1st year notice board

· Be a point of contact for 1st year students to ask questions about Ensign projects

It was also requested that a 1st year volunteer to be a leader for each project, in order to gain experience to take over from the current 2nd year leaders in 2009, and then hand over to the new (2009) 1st year students. It is possible for however people to share a project leader job, in order to reduce the workload.
3.  Video – Teddy Bear Hospital
This video was shown to introduce attendees to the activities involved in the Teddy Bear Hospital project, the first of which was run in September 2007 for students of Garran Primary School.
4.  Project reports and descriptions
· Fiji Village Project (FVP) – this involves a group of medical students from the ANU, New Zealand and the Fiji Medical School, working together for several weeks during the January break, on health screening, health education and the water supply in a selected village in Fiji; the first project was completed successfully in January 2008.

· Teddy Bear Hospital (TBH) – this project involves medical students, after some training and preparation, setting up a “clinic” manned by “teddy doctors” in the TCH Pediatrics Ward, with a range of stations for different “illnesses” so children can bring their teddy bears to be “examined”; it involves interacting and playing games with the children, and w as a lot of fun for the participants in September 2007; participation in this project – as for all of the EnSIGN projects – is flexible, and can range from shorter to longer time commitments. 
· Children’s Week Seminar (CWS) – this seminar, towards the end of the year, will be run in conjunction with ARMS (ANU Rural Medical Society), and will have a special focus on Indigenous children in 2008; a project group will need to be set up to co-ordinate the EnSIGN participation.

· Clown Doctors - this involves medical students, after some training and practice, dressing up as clowns and entertaining children patients at the hospital during Children’s Week; it was run in 2006 (but not in 2007 due to a lack of a suitable trainer), and it is hoped to re-start this very popular project again this year.

· World Vision Child Sponsorship (WVCS) – a child is being sponsored by medical students through World Vision, and a volunteer is needed to take over responsibility for this from a 2nd year student (Parul Bali); all students interested can assist either by donating or by collecting, to ensure the continuity of the sponsorship.

· IFMSA Scope – this project aims to set up bilateral national/international exchanges of students between medical schools; a project leader is required, and the initial task will involve negotiations with relevant authorities to overcome any practical obstacles which might arise.

· Anti-Smoking Initiative – this project is to be developed in conjunction with ASH (Action on Smoking and Health), and will be aiming to join a global initiative in both Australia and developing countries; participants win this project may attend regular ASH meetings (bi-monthly) in Canberra, and will also have the opportunity to travel overseas to attend anti-smoking conferences (for example in Greece)

· Refugee Health – this project will be run in collaboration with Dr. Christine Phillips (of the… refugee health centre), and will have 2 aims:

· To raise funds to sponsor a selected refugee to study medicine or health/medical sciences at the ANU or UC

· To raise funds or donations in order to provide basic essential medicines for the refugee health centre

· Indigenous Health placement – this project is planned to involve sdtudenst spending 1-2 weeks in an indigenous community in the NT  during the December holidays; it is hoped that a pilot project in July will pave the way for this initiative.

5.   Open floor for general comments, questions or suggestions
The following explanations were provided in response to questions from the floor:
· At present, no students from any other Australian Medical Schools are participating in the FVP, but it is hoped that the project will broaden into a national initiative.
· Students may also propose their own suggestions of  projects to EnSIGN
· the programs for children (TBH, Clown Doctors) are only run once per year (in Children’s Week)
· Peter Sturgess, a 2nd Year student, provided the following information:
· Tours of the Indigenous Health Centre at Narrabundah are highly recommend to new students – these can be organized with Prof. Peter Pinnington
· Peter S. and 4 other people are currently teaching basic computer skills to refugees at the Migrant Resource Centre, and more volunteers are needed to assist:
· this involves one-on-one teaching, only 1 hour/week
· the best times will be worked out with all the volunteers – currently it is occurring on Monday afternoons from 1.30-2.30
6.   Sign up for projects and meeting close.

· Amie and Shruti advised attendees that:
· They could come and sign up for the projects
· Students could also sign up for any projects at a later stage, by approaching EnSIGN project leaders.
· The next meeting would be on the first Monday of April
· The meeting closed at 4.30pm.
ELECTED EnSIGN SECRETARY:

Meredith Highfield

ELECTED YEAR 1 EnSIGN REP: 

Kiran Atmuri

PROJECT SIGN UP LIST:
WINUNGA- INDIGENOUS HEALTH

Dan Heard    u 43160660

Nuwan Dharmaratne u4485607

Rajivi Prematunga  u4488019

Bella Nguyen u4117533

Kiran Atmuri  u4363305

Josephine Xu  u4489086

Jess Tidemann  u3359510

* Catherine Horan Catherine.horan@anu.edu.au
Raphael Wong  Raphael.wong@anu.edu.au
Rushanthi Pereira  u4323085

Kenny Tang  u4488793

REFUGEE HEALTH
Steven Smith u4488692

James McCracken u4365730

* Jennifer Porteous u4487979

Ana Galevska  u4486876

Hilman H. Tjiang u4486748

Faizal Kassam u4486674

*Kenny Tang  u4488793

*Raphael Wong  Raphael.wong@anu.edu.au
IFMSA SCOPE (BILATERAL ELECTIVE EXCHANGE)

Catherine Bolton catmonaghan777@yahoo.co.uk
* Raphael Wong Raphael.wong@anu.edu.au
* James McCracken u4365730

Steven Smith  u4488692

Hilman H. Tjiang u4486748

INDIGENOUS HEALTH PLACEMENT

James McCracken  u4365730

Steven Smith u4488692

Rajivi Prematunga u4488019

Jennifer Porteous u4487979

Ana Galesvska u4486876

Catherine Horan Catherine.horan@anu.edu.au
Christine Ranke u4488437

* Rushanthi Pereira u4323085

Kenny Tang u4488793

Raphael wong Raphael.wong@anu.edu.au
CHILDRENS WEEK SEMINAR

* Kamaljit Ghatora kghatora@gmail.com
Kenny Tang  u4488793

Alexander Dillon  u4363711

CLOWN DOCTORS

Hilman H Tjiang  u4486748

Catherine Horan Catherine.horan@anu.edu.au
Faizal Kassam u4486674

Catherine Bolton catmonaghan777@yahoo.co.uk
* Kenny Tang u4488793

Melody Wong u4489074

Sanjeev Naidu u4482410

James McCraken u4365730

Josephine Xu u4489086

Bella Nguyen u4117533

Ana Galevska u4486876

WORLD VISION SPONSOR CHILD
Nuwan Dharmaratne u4485607

Sanjeev Naidu u4482410

Kenny Tang u4488793

* Raphael Wong 
TEDDY BEAR HOSPITAL

Rushanthi Pereira u4323085

Rajivi Prematunga u4488019

* Kamaljit Ghatora

Hilman H Tjiang

*Kenny Tang

Catherine Bolton

Naomi Kilham 

Catherine Horan

Faizal Kassam

Melody Wong

Christine Ranke

Sanjeev Naidu

James McCraken

Alexander Dillon

Tim Lovell

Ana Galevska

Bella Nguyen

Josephine Xu

Martin Dempsey

Steven Smith

Dan Heard

Jess Tidemann

Raphael Wong

ANTI SMOKING INITIATIVE
Steven Smith 

Jess Tidemann

Rajivi Prematunga

Hilman H Tjiang

Sanjeev Naidu

Naomi Kilham

Christine Ranke

Faizal Kassam

Alexander Dillon

Kenny Tang

Raphael Wong

REFUGEE STUDENT PROJECT

Jennifer Porteous u4487979

Alexander Dillon u44363711

Steven Smith u4488692

James McCracken u4365730

Nuwan Dharmartne u4485607

Rajivi Prematunga u4488019

Kamaljet Ghatora Kghatora@gmail.com
Ana Galevska u4486876

Jess Tidemann u3359510

Rushanthi Pereira u4323085

Maja Wall u4488882

Kenny Tang u4488793

Sanjeev Naidu u4482410

Hilman H Tjiang u4486748

Raphael Wong raphael.wong@anu.edu.au
FIJI VILLAGE PROJECT

*Moniza Kumar u2568451@anu.edu.au 

*Negin Sedaghat u4289548@anu.edu.au
Kamaljet Ghatora Kghatora@gmail.com
Kenny Tang u4488793

Maja Wall u4488882

Rajivi Prematunga u4488019

Naomi Kilham naomi_82@hotmail.com
Rushanthi Pereira u4323085

*Catherine Bolta catmonaghan777@yahoo.co.uk
Sanjeev Naidu u4482410

Hilman H Tjiang u4486748

Martin Dempsey u4485583

Alexander Dillon u44363711

Christine Ranke u4488437

Faizal Kassam u4486674

Steven Smith u4488692

Jennifer Porteous u4487979

Bella Nguyen u4117533

Ana Galevska u4486876

Josephine Xu u4489086

Dan Heard u3160660

Kiran Atmun u4363305

Tim Lovell u4487056

Raphael Wong raphael.wong@anu.edu.au
International Health Group (ANU)





Contact	: Shruti Jayachandra and Amie Rieseberg (Global Health     Chairpersons)


: u4365286@anu.edu.au, u4365957@anu.edu.au
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